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Dear Esther,  

What we have seen and heard about the Holocaust seems so 

unreal and unbelievable! Our names are Maia and Brenna. We both 

watched the movie and saw the play explaining your experience and 

your escape from the Sobibor death camp. We cannot even begin to 

imagine and understand how people in the camps were able to 

undergo surreal living conditions. You went through such horrible 

trauma but were able to move on from your past experiences and 

begin a new, fresh life. Remembering the horror of the camps, it 

must have taken much strength and confidence to start anew. I’m 

sure you have gone through many internal conflicts and pain 

beyond anyone’s imagination. But you can put your worries aside. 

Our new generation will prevent this tragic event from happening 

again. By passing on this memory to future generations, we can 

inform every one of the results from these irrational actions. If 

something like this will ever happen again, we can trust our future 

leaders to take immediate action to prevent this. Although you may 

not live much longer, your story and tale will live on and be passed 

down for centuries from generation to generation. 

“May the odds be ever in your favor.” 

From your friends, 

Brenna & Maia 

Dear Esther, 

Hi, I’m Brenda, one of the students that you spoke to at my 

school. I would like to thank you for coming and speaking to us 

about Sobibor. I can’t believe that something like that actually 

happened. Reading books and watching movies about something 

like Sobibor doesn’t make it seem real. But, listening to you speak 

about it made it seem real. It made me understand that something 

so terrible happened, and could happen again. I hope you 

understand what an intense impact it had on me. Now I know what 

you had to live through and recover from. So once again, thanks a 

lot for coming. 

Sincerely,

Brenda

Dear Esther, 

I am a middle school student from Cherry Hill learning about 

the Holocaust. Being Jewish, I find it very important to learn about 

my history. Sometimes, I try to wish that this tragic war never 

happened—knowing that it can not work. It is our past and will 

always stay in our memories. In my opinion, your life is 

extraordinary and should continue to be told for many generations 

to come. 

As a field trip, our school went to the nearest JCC and watched 

“Dear Esther”. Thank you for sharing your life with us students, so 

that we always remember the courage and history through the 

words and acts of those who lived it. 

Nitan  

his of this

She says, “I thought in order to be a pub-

It’s educational, and it belongs in schools as part of 

After the initial publication, LePine decid-

ed that the letters would support a tolerance and 

anti-bullying program, so she set to work to devel-

op an educational component for the book in col-

laboration with educators to build the right lan-

hopes to see feedback from schools after testing the 

An aspect of publishing that LePine says 

she would approach differently in the future is 

lot more time, thought, and money into market-

book giveaways, which turned out to be an eco-

allowed her to get some readers to the table and 

to set up on their platform and it turned out that 

Those who didn’t win a free book often checked 

ads to limited success, and she reached out to some 

Jewish publications because of the heroine’s con-

LePine include piloting a tolerance and anti-bul-

lying program based on Children’s Letter’s to 

really proud of the work Rashke has done and is 
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